























Biology and Management of Carpenter Ants

Figure 12. Since carpenter ants rarely deviate from

their foraging trail (see Figure 7), baits should be
placed next to the trail and as close to the suspected
colony location as possible. Baits should be delivered

from several points sources and not scattered.

PREVENTION Homeowners can take several measures
to help prevent future problems with carpenter ants.
Eliminate sources of excess moisture to help make the
home a less desirable nesting site to ants and other pests.
Fix leaks around attic vents, pipes, sinks, and around
chimneys and skylights. Replace water-damaged wood.
Dry-out the crawlspace by installing a vapor barrier

and foundation vents. Keep rain gutters clean and

adjust drain spouts so water flows away from the build-
ing. Install rain gutters if they do not already exist.

Trim tree limbs away from the structure. Foraging
carpenter ants often enter structures by bridging to
roofs and siding from tree branches in contact with
these surfaces.
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SELECTING A PEST CONTROL PROFESSIONAL It
is often best to employ a licensed pest control firm,
especially when nests are difficult to find. The company
chosen should conduct a thorough and complete
inspection that results in location of the nest, or at least
a probable nest site, before treatment. Although locating
the nest is not always easy, it is the key to eliminating
the carpenter ant infestation. Avoid having a pest
management professional return to spray each month
or whenever carpenter ants are seen. The infestation
will continue unless nests are found and eliminated. If
nests are found and treated it is unlikely that additional
services for carpenter ant control will be needed since
carpenter ant nests are fairly small and grow very

slowly.

SUMMARY  Because of their nesting habits carpen-
ter ants can be persistent pests in and around homes.
The key to eliminating a carpenter ant infestation is to
find the nest and remove it. Look both indoors and
outdoors for carpenter ant nests, and use the most
appropriate control strategy to eliminate the infestation.
If insecticides are used they must be used judiciously.
Follow label guidelines strictly. If problems persist, seek
the advice and services of a pest management profes-

sional and your County Extension Service agent.
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