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native to North America and does well in Georgia in
well-drained soils.

Black walnut is monoecious, like other walnuts,
pecans and chestnuts. Black walnuts grow best on
deep, well-drained, moist and fertile soils with a pH of
6.0 to 7.0. Establish black walnuts by transplanting
seedlings from nursery beds or by planting nuts direct-
ly in the field. Spacing depends on whether the primary
crop is nuts or timber, but 30 feet by 30 feet is accept-
able, followed by later thinning.

The trees should be pruned to a central leader to
produce a straight, long, single trunk because of the
high timber value. Nut production is generally
secondary.

Of the many varieties available, ‘Thomas’ is one of
the best for nut production. Two varieties – ‘Victoria’
and ‘Captain’ – are reported to be resistant to anthrac-
nose, which is a fungal disease that attacks trees.

CARPATHIAN WALNUT

The Carpathian walnut (Juglan regia), also known
as Persian or English walnut, is believed to have
originated near the Caspian Sea in Iran. The Greeks
and Romans brought it to the west, and it was even-
tually spread throughout the Far East and North
America. Carpathian walnuts are sensitive to climate
extremes and are marginally adapted to Georgia. They
are quite susceptible to spring frost injury. Tempera-
tures below 12 degrees F will kill some varieties, and
temperatures above 100 degrees F will cause sunburn
on limbs and shrivel kernels.

The walnut is monoecious, but cross-pollination is
required; so at least two varieties should be planted.

Carpathian walnuts do best on deep, well-drained
soils with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0. A spacing of 25 feet by 25
feet is ideal. Carpathian walnuts are propagated like
pecans, but no specific variety recommendations can
be made.
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